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Committee to Protect Journalists, New York

Indian journalist arrested in Sri Lanka

New York, December 27, 2013 — The Committee to Protect Journalists
today called for the immediate release of an Indian journalist and
filmmaker who was arrested in Sri Lanka on Wednesday while allegedly
filming and photographing a military base.

Tamil Prabhakaran was arrested by Sri Lankan security forces in the
northern Kilinochchi district and is undergoing an investigation by the
island nation's Terrorist Investigation Department on charges of violating
visa regulations and taking pictures of a military installation, The New
Indian Express reported.

Sri Lankan officials were cited in news reports as saying Prabhakaran
arrived in Sri Lanka on a visitor or tourist visa but was seen interviewing
proLiberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) politicians and taking
photographs of army check points and military installations.

Sri Lankan parliamentarian S. Sritharan, who was accompanying
Prabhakaran, told The Times of Indiathat they had not gone to military
installations and that these could not be filmed in any case, as the sites are
not accessible. He said the journalist was manhandled and threatened by
the security forces.

Prabhakaran, who is a contributor to Junior Vikatan, a Chennai based
Tamillanguage magazine, was working on a documentary about the plight
of Sri Lanka's Tamil population, according to international news
reports.'Sri Lankan President Mahinda Rajapaksa continually insists that
his administration has nothing to hide, yet time and time again, we see
authorities harass and intimidate journalists in an effort to prevent them
from doing their work," said CPJ Executive Director Joel Simon. "Sri
Lanka should release Tamil Prabhakaran immediately.'



The Indian mission in Colombo is seeking access to the journalist, reports
said.

Last month, Sri Lanka detained two visiting journalists just days before the
start of the Common wealth Heads of Government Meeting. Sri Lanka has
come under criticism by the international community for its systematic
harassment of journalists.

SRI LANKA: SUPPRESSING CALLS FOR JUSTICE
Amnesty International : 2014 Report

The Sri Lankan authorities do not easily grant visas for people openly
engaging in what they consider to be political or human rights related work
and have harassed and questioned Sri Lankans who meet with such
visitors. The Government imposes restrictions on activities it permits
visitors arriving on tourist visas to engage in, including specifically barring
participation in civil society gatherings and particularly those related to
politics and journalism.

An Indian journalist, Tamil Prabhakaran, was detained for 3 days and
interrogated by TID, who claimed he had taken pictures of military
installations an accusation Prabhakaran denied and had interviewed Tamil
politicians when he was on a tourist visa. TID eventually determined that
the journalist was not a threat and deported him from Sri Lanka on 28
December 2013. Prabhakaran claimed he was psychologically tortured in
detention, including being given petrol when he asked for water.
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Prime Minister
New Delhi
28 December, 2013
Dear Shri Vaiko,

| have received your letter of 26 December, 2013. ‘
| am asking the Ministry of External Affairs to look into jcha ,1;:,_.';.
matter relating to the arrest of Shri M.T. Prabakaran in

5n Lanka.
With regards,
Yours sincerely,
Monszs B Se
{Manmaohan Sing
Shri Valko

General Secretary

Marumalarchi Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
Thayagam'

Mew Mo. 12, Rukmani Lakshmipathi Road
Egmore

Chennal — 600 008
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1. United Kingdom: Document containing cases of Sri Lankan
deportees allegedly tortured on return

www.hrw.org/news/2012/09/15/unitedkingdomdocumentcontainingcasessrilanka
2. Sri Lanka military to probe blocking of foreign media
www.straitstimes.com/world/srilankamilitarytoprobeblockingofforeignmedia
3. Cameron in Northern Sri Lanka
www.bbc.com/news/ukpolitics24954387
4. Harper raises stakes by threatening to cut Commonwealth funding
www.theglobeandmail.com/news/politics/harperscrubssrilankavisitoverhumanrig
5. Mauritius PM also to boycott CHOGM in Sri Lanka
www.colombopage.com/archive_13B/Nov12_1384277518CH.php

6. Canadian PM to boycott Commonwealth summit over Sri Lanka's
human rights record

www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/northamerica/canada/10365752/Canadian
7. Salman Khurshid assured all help to arrested journalist in Sri Lanka
www.ibtimes.co.in/salmankhurshidassuredallhelptoarrestedjournalistinsrilanka63
8. Visit my country to know the truth, says Rajapaksa
www.thehindu.com/todayspaper/tpmiscellaneous/tpothers/visitmycountrytoknow
9. Sri Lanka counts civilian war dead to counter war crimes claim
www.theguardian.com/world/2011/nov/24/srilankacountscivilianwardead
10. Sri Lanka government publishes war death toll statistics
www.bbc.com/news/worldasial7156686

11. Sri Lanka admits 65,000 missing from war, insurrection



/in.reuters.com/article/srilankarightsidINKCNOY U277

12. Right of Reply by Sri Lanka 25th Session of the Human Rights
Council

www.lankamission.org/images/pdf/right%200f%?20reply%20on
%20kilinochchi%?20issue_18march2014.pdf

13. Sri Lanka: Free prominent human rights defenders Ruki Fernando
and Father Praveen

www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2014/03/srilankafreeprominenthumanrightsdefe

14. Lanka sacks spy chief after unrest in Tamil north
www.deccanherald.com/content/579023/lankasacksspychiefunrest.html

15. South Asia: Sri Lanka's disappeared thousands
news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/306447.stm

16. Indian Journalist arrested in Sri Lanka
cpj.org/2013/12/indianjournalistarrestedinsrilanka.php

17. Q#uiglseir: Source: Al Jazeera
(www.aljazeera.com/news/2013/12/indianjournalistheldsrilanka20131227114714¢

Source:
(www.abc.net.au/news/2013&12&29/anslankadeportsjourno/5177432)
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